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ly the year 1854, a National Convention of the 

surviving soldiers and sailors of the War of 1812 
assembled in the Hall of Independence, Philadelphia, 
Pa., from all parts of the Union and formed then and 
there, a permanent organization which has been con- 
tinuously maintained. 

The sons and grandsons of these veterans, being 
eligible, have also since joined, whose duty it is to aid 
their sires to obtain their just rights, relieve their 
wants, and secure them respectable and, where possi- 
ble, a military burial. 

The almost utter extinction of the heroes of that 
war, there being now but few living, scattered over the 
United States, has caused the purposes of this Society 
to be materially changed since its original organization. 

In order to cultivate and maintain at the present 
day patriotic sentiments and a love of country; to 
rescue from oblivion and preserve all books, documents, 
pamphlets, papers, portraits and relics, in reference to 
a war (rightly designated as our Second War for Inde- 
pendence), waged by an infant government against an 
arbitrary mother; to celebrate the glorious victories 
achieved by our ancestors in such an apparently 
unequal conflict; to honor the memories and perpetuate 
the spirit of those who completed the work of the 
American Revolution, and to hand down to posterity 
a feeling of reverence for their heroic forefathers, who 
risked their lives and hazarded their fortunes for their 
country’s safety; all male descendants of soldiers and 
sailors of the War of 1812 are now invited to join and 
endeavor to promote the purposes as stated, of this 
Society. 

Any lineal male descendant above the age of twenty- 
one years, of those who participated in the War of 
1812, either in the army, navy or privateer service, 1s 
eligible to membership on application being made to 
and approved by the Board of Direction (composed 
of the Officers and Executive Committee of the Society), 
setting forth the services performed by the ancestor 
under whom he may claim and submitting such proof 
thereof, as may be satisfactory to the said Board of 
Direction. 

In case of failure of lineal descent, one such col- 
lateral descendant as may be deemed worthy by the 
said Board, may be admitted to membership in the 
Society. 
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Provided, always, That such representative shall 
be limited to the descendants of either brother or sister 
of the participant in the War, in right of whose services 
application for membership is made. 

The payment of fifty dollars at one time shall con- 
stitute a life-membership, and the payment of one 
hundred dollars at one time shall constitute a per- 
petual or endowed membership, which upon the death 
of a member so paying, shall be held by his eldest son 
or such other descendant as he may nominate, with 
the approval of the Board of Direction. All those 
holding life or endowed memberships are exempt from 
the payment of initiation fee and annual dues. 


The application for membership in all cases, must 
be also recommended by two members of the Society, 
testifying to the good moral character and respectable 
standing in his community of the applicant. 


THE CONSTITUTION 


PREAMBLE 


WHEREAS, In the Providence of God, victory having 
crowned the forces of the United States of America, 
in upholding the principles of the Nation against 
Great Britian in the conflict known as the War of 
1812; we, the survivors and descendants of those who 
participated in that contest, have joined together to 
perpetuate its memories and victories, to collect and 
secure for preservation rolls, records, books and other 
documents relating to that period; to encourage 
research and publication of historical data, including 
memorials of patriots of that era in our national his- 
tory; the establishment of a library and museum; to 
care for and, when necessary, assist in burying actual 
veterans of that struggle; to cherish, maintain and 
extend the institutions of American freedom, and foster 
true patriotism and love of country. 


ARTICLE I. 


NAME 


The Society shall be known as the ‘‘Society of the 
War of 1812, in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.” 


ARTICLE II. 


MEMBERSHIP 


Any male person above the age of twenty-one years, 
who participated in, or who is a lineal descendant of 
one who served during the War of 1812, in the army, 
navy, revenue-marine or privateer service of the 
United States, offering proof thereof satisfactory to the 
Executive Committee, and of good moral character 
and reputation, may become a member of this Society 
when approved of by the Board of Direction or the 
Society. 

In case of the failure of lineal descendants of an 
actual participant in the war on behalf of the United 
States, one collateral descendant, whom the Board of 
Direction deems worthy, may be admitted to repre- 
sent the said participant. 








Provided, always, That such representative shall 
be limited to the descendants of either brother or sister 
of the participant in the War, in right of whose services 
application for membership is made. 


ARTICLE III. 


OFFICERS 


The officers shall consist of a President, five Vice- 
Presidents, a Secretary, an Assistant Secretary, a 
Treasurer, a Registar, an Historian, and an Executive 
Committee of nine members, who, together, shall 
form the Board of Direction, having the general 
management of affairs of this Society. They shall be 
chosen by ballot at the annual meetings of the Society, 
by and from members in good standing. 

The Board of Direction shall control the affairs of 
the Society, regulate the terms and details of admis- 
sion to membership, make appropriations, arrange for 
meetings (other than usual), and celebrations, provide 
relief in sickness or death of actual veterans, receive 
delegates from similar constituted, societies or indi- 
viduals of national reputation—as patriots,—and col- 
lect and provide for the due care and safety of books, 
documents, papers, portraits, relics, and such literature 
relating to the War of 1812 as may be acquired by 
purchase, gift, bequest or loan. 


ARTICLE IV. 


ADMISSION OF MEMBERS 


Every application for membership shall be made in 
writing, and in duplicate, upon the form provided by 
the Society for that purpose, subscribed by the appli- 
cant, setting forth claims of eligibility, and contain or 
be accompanied by proofs of same. 

On the recommendation of two members, such 
application and proofs shall be submitted to the 
Executive Committee or to such sub-committee as 
they may select, who may approve of and report the 
same to the Board of Direction. Payment of the 
initiation fee and subscription to the declaration in 
the printed form of application is required of each 
applicant on admission. 


ARTICLE V. 


MEETINGS 


The annual meeting of the Society shall be held in 
the City of Philadelphia, in the State of Pennsylvania, 
United States of America, on the eighteenth day of 
February, in each year (unless it shall fall upon Sun- 
day, when the day subsequent may be substituted), 
that being the anniversary of the proclamation of 
peace in 1815, the end of the war of 1812. 

The Board of Direction will hold its annual meeting 
on or about the nineteenth day of June in each year, 
the anniversary of the declaration of war in 1812, by, 
the United States against Great Britain. 
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Special meetings shall be called by the President at 
the request of ten or more members, to transact only 
such business as shall be specified in the call. No 
questions involving partisan politics, religion or offen- 
sive personalities shall be discussed at any meeting. 

When practicable, the meetings shall be held in the 
old Senate Chamber of the United States, where 
Washington and Adams were inaugurated. 


ARTICLE VI. 


This Society shall conform to the General Society in 
its Constitution, but shall have the right to govern its 
own affairs outside of the restrictions prescribed 
therein. It shall elect each year, at its annual meet- 
ing, five delegates and five alternates to represent its 
membership at the biennial or other meetings of the 
General Society. 


ARTICLE VIL. 


EXPULSION OF MEMBERS 


Any member found guilty of unlawful or improper 
conduct, after due notice and fair trial, may be ex- 
pelled under rules and regulations made and provided 
for that purpose. 


ARTICLE VIII. 


SEAL 


The seal of the Society shall be one and seven-eighths 
inches in diameter, and shall consist of a rising sun, 
bearing on its face a representation of the bombard- 
ment of Fort McHenry by the British fleet, while 
above the sun and its rays, rises, displayed, the Star 
Spangled Banner of our country, with the motto of 
the Society—‘‘For our country’s rights’”—in small 
Roman capital letters overhead. The design described 
to be surrounded by wreaths of oak and laurel, (emble- 
matic of the valor and victory of our soldiers and 
sailors), with trophies of cannon, musket, sword and 
anchor on each side of, and below said design. The 
whole to be encircled with a waving ribbon, bearing 
above, in plain Roman capital letters, the legend, ‘‘The 
Society of the War of 1812,” and below in similar 
letters, the words, “Founded 1854.’’ The Secretary 
of the Society shall be the custodian of the seal, 
which shall be used for the purposes designated by 
the Board of Direction. : 


ARTICLE IX. 


AMENDMENTS 


No alteration or amendment shall be made to this 
Constitution until a written resolution to that effect 
be offered at a stated meeting of the Society, con- 
sidered and approved by the Board of Direction, and, 
at some subsequent meeting,-receive the concurrence 
of two-thirds of the members present or represented. 
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ARTICLE X. 


CHARTER 


The charter granted by the Court of Common Pleas, 
No, 2, for the County of Philadelphia, State of Pennsyl- 
vania, November 19, 1892, is hereby accepted, ap- 
proved, and made part and parcel of this constitution. 


RULES 


FINANCES 


Section 1, The initiation fee shall be four (4) dol- 
lars; the annual dues two (2) dollars, payable between 
January Ist and February 15th, in each year. . After 
the latter date, members who have not paid, will be 
deemed in arrear and debarred from voting at the 
meetings of the Society. Persons admitted to mem- 
bership after October Ist of any year, are exempt from 
payment of dues for that year. The payment at any 
one time of fifty (50) dollars shall entitle the member 
so paying, to a life membership. The payment of one 
hundred (100) dollars at any one time, shall constitute 
a perpetual or endowed membership, and upon the 
death of the member so paying, the said membership 
shall descend to and be held by his eldest son or such 
other descendant from the ancestor from whom claim 
is made, as he may nominate. In case of failure of 
such nomination having been made, the Society may 
decide which one of the descendants shall hold said 
membership: Provided, always, That the Society re- 
serves to itself in all cases the right of rejecting any 
nomination that may not be acceptable to it. All those 
holding life or endowed memberships, will be exempt 
from the payment of the initiation fee and annual dues. 


The permanent fund, acquired by contributions, 
donations, legacies and by initiation, life and endowed 
membership fees, shall remain ferever to the use of the 
Society, the income thereof to be used for the assist- 
ance of such deserving members, who are veterans of 
the War of 1812, as may need financial aid; and if not 
so required, then for the purpose of the lbrary and 
museum, and for the general welfare of the Society. 
This permanent fund shall be invested in such manner 
as may be determined upon by the Board of Direction. 


DUTIES OF OFFICERS 


Section 2. The President, or, in his absence, a 
Vice-President, or in their absence, a Chairman pro 
tempore, shall preside at all meetings of the Society or 
Board of Direction, and shall exercise the usual func- 
tions of a presiding officer, under general parliamentary 
rules, subject to an appeal to the Society, in proper 
cases under these rules. The President shall be, ea- 
officio, a member of all committees. He shall have 
power to call a meeting of the Board of Direction 
at such time and place, as he may deem advisable. 
He shall represent this Society, either in person or by 
substitute, at such assemblages as may be consistent 
with the objects, aims and purposes of this Society. __ 
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In case of his decease, resignation, neglect to serve 
or inability from any cause to act as President, the 
duties of the office shall devolve on the senior Vice- 
President until the disability shall cease or his succes- 
sor is duly elected and qualified. 


SECRETARY 


SEcTION 3. The Secretary shall conduct the general 
correspondence of the Society. He shall notify all 
accepted candidates of their admission and perform 
such other duties as the Society or Board of Direction 
may reasonably require of him, and in addition thereto 
such other duties as are required of him by the Con- 
stitution of the General Society. He shall have charge 
of the seal, certificates of incorporation, insignia, con- 
stitution, rules and resolutions, historical and other 
documents, and records of the Society, other than 
those required to be deposited with the Registrar. 


He shall notify the Registrar of all admissions to 
membership and transmit to him the applications and 
proofs of eligibility of all persons admitted. He 
together with the presiding officer, shall, when neces- 
sary, certify all acts of the Society and in proper cases 
authenticate them under seal. He, with the Registrar 
shall have charge of all the printing and publications 
directed by the Society or Board of Direction. He 
shall give due notice of the time and place of all 
meetings of the Society and of the Board of Direction 
and shall attend the same. He shall keep fair and 
accurate records of all the proceedings and orders of 
the Society and of the Board of Direction, and shall 
give notice to the several officers of all proceedings 
appertaining to their respective duties; and at the 
annual meeting, or oftener, if required, shall report to 
the Society the names of those who have been admitted 
to membership and the names of those who, from 
any reason, have been disassociated. The Secretary 
shall also notify the Historian and Registrar of all 
deaths in the Society, and, where convenient, these 
officers may represent the Society at the funerals of 
deceased members. 


The Assistant Secretary shall perform the functions 
assigned to him by the Secretary, and, in the absence 
or inability of that officer to act, fill his place. 


TREASURER 


Section 4. The Treasurer shall collect and keep 
the funds and securities of the Society, and deposit 
the same in some banking institution, which shall be 
designated by the Board of Direction, to the credit of 
the “Society of the War of 1812.”’ Such funds shall 
be drawn thence by the check of the Treasurer, counter- 
signed by the President, to be used only for the purposes 
of the Society. Checks for sums not larger than 
twenty-five dollars need not be countersigned. 
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Out of these funds the Treasurer shall pay such 
sums as may be ordered by the Society, Board of 
Direction, or, in case of urgent necessity, the Execu- 
tive Committee. He shall keep a true and accurate 
account of his receipts and payments; and at each 
annual meeting, report the full financial condition of 
the Society, when an auditing committee shall be 
appointed, who shall report the result of their audit to 
the Board of Direction. 


REGISTRAR 


Section 5. The Registrar shall receive from the 
Secretary, file and keep on record, all the proofs upon 
which membership has been granted; a list of all 
certificates countersigned by him, and all documents, 
rolls, or other evidences of service in the War of 1812, 
of which the Society may become possessed; and shall 
make, or cause to be made, for the filing in his office, 
copies of such original or certified copies of such 
documents, as the owners thereof may not be willing 
to leave permanently in the keeping of the Society. 
He shall receive donations of books, documents and 
relics relating to American history of the first twenty- 
five years of the nineteenth century, and, under the 
direction of the Executive Committee, secure such 
publications, manuscripts or objects of interest, as may 
be obtainable by purchase, for preservation in the 
library or museum. | 

He shall aid and co-operate with the Secretary in 
all printing and publications ordered by the Society, 
or Board of Direction, correspond with Registrars of 
patriotic societies in the United States, and, whenever 
convenient, accompany the Secretary to funerals of 
deceased members. . 


HISTORIAN 


Srection 6. The Historian shall prepare at least one 
historical paper during the year for which he is elec- 
ted, and obituaries of members deceased during the 
year. 


BOARD OF DIRECTION 


Section 7. The Board of Direction, composed of the 
elective officers of the Society, united with the Ex- 
ecutive Committee, shall generally superintend the 
interests and have the control and management of the 
affairs and funds of the Society. The Board shall 
receive nominations for officers, which must be filed 
with the Secretary at least ten days before the annual 
meeting, and shall prepare the tickets for voting by 
the members at the annual meeting in the February 
following. 

The said Board shall have power to consent to and 
accept the resignation or voluntary withdrawal from 
membership of any enrolled member of the Society, 
and may also issue an authorization to any enrolled 
member of this Society, in good standing and repute, 
to be admitted as a member and affiliate with any 
State Society recognized by the General Society. 
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